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2 edb lrg dae erm 
ture of the Alabama, and the attempt, though it | 
“.) 4 failed, must be accepted as a fact that he con- 

| sidered her departare a violation of new- }. 








. ~The Reat-comnenialet fired before Sumter 
‘awoke an echo auch as bas not’ been heard 
i very man who reflected at 

‘that report was the signal for 

Waid terzibic events. No,one who 
| Apia: Aeavade,-.could ony: where end. 
| ook war it inaugurated would end. It, 

»| Is-almost equally so with the ‘first’ rumors 

‘poe | which come of the opening clash of arms in 

en. sat Jon Duchies; and the comparatively petty 

‘| local straggle there between Germans and 

‘pDanes. The people and officials of other Eu- 

'} fopean “States listen almost with trembling 

© il guutet? tor the news from this contest be- 

~} tween 80,000 men on one side and 40,000 on 
‘| the other. 

It is nét~the fate of Denmark which 
thus excites the interest of the world; 
‘it is the great European uprising, the strug- 
| gle of “nationalities,” to which, when it 
‘shall occur, the Danish war will be but as a 
skirmish, and which any cannon-shot fired 
in anger between European Powers ‘may 
awaken, that startles and arouses all who 
Serioene shies the arena of the struggle. 


ea ¥2> 


and liberty, and of 
Gantmato: close by; 


Hungary, we 


hn a seb, tit smouldets with the old ardor for | 
} independence and freedom, and needs but a 


‘breath to be awakened into conflagration. 
Poland has just ‘been trampled into a bloody 
‘submission: The Danubian Principalities 
‘are all ready for the firebrand of revolution. 


ne-|} On the borders of these inflammable popu- 


Me ‘lations sits a ruler wielding the most compact 
-and formidable military Power in the world, 
‘whose traditions and policy pledge him to the 


hanging isupport of “ struggling nationalities.” What- 


._ {sever sentiment or enthusiasm remain in a na- 
~ | tion much given up tospeculation and money- 
- ‘getting, would be certainly fired by the war- 
ow. ‘cry—almost as revolutionary as the cry of 
ge Og ‘Equality and Fraternity” of the Revolution 
| —of “France for Poland and Hungary and 


by dated) Tialy 1"? And when to this traditional en- 


‘ thusiasm be added a prospect of again acquir- 
; ing ‘territory which shall extend France 


+} to ‘the Rhine, we can understand the 


‘temptation which now lies before Narozxon 
# for plunging into theGerman war. Still more, 
- 4 be can now in all probability secure the alli- 


ance of England, which, in a moral and ma-° 
| terial point of view, is of immense importance 


| tobim. With an unexampled hardihood the 
» | German Powers have presented a golden op- 
portunity for him te interfere, and even, pozsi- 
bly, to split up the Confederation itself. 


If Narouzon should decide’ to move ; if 
having skillfully divided Austria and Prussia 
from the Diet and the. Confederacy, 
he should advance his columns. with the 
baaner..of “Freedom to -the National- 
ities” at the head, it would be with a 


a eould'do- little on the Ebide 
the French legions, and Prussia, with 
Sinema ese nny We te 


| The opportunity for a Democratic Saeeeree 
ofa martial nation—the relative of a Naro- 
tzon—is certainly a remarkable one, and we 
domot wonder that Europe watches France 
Na- | with trembling. Yet, ominous as the signs 
| are; there, are many indications also of peace. 
> Narorron’s well-known caution ; his time of 
ife ; the tremendous enthusiasm of Germany, 
might weld all their forces into 
9. @.most formidable whole; the uncertainty’ 


| Of England’s alliance and the immense cost 
isted as end burden’ of ‘such a war, are influences 
. wiz, = which an well work. upon the Emperor's 


and. prevent 80° daringland dangerous 
. a a French crusade for the 


eoooroeies ahape thaulailives vasséty, and 
¢ | we shall soon know what is to be’ the action 
} of. France in the German and Danish war. 


trality.” 


Ttscomsto us that the reasoning of the | 


Post is good. © The cases of the rams and the 
privateers present the same facts. But the 
Government did stop the rams. Then it ought 
to have stopped the privateers. Logic brings 
‘us to this conclusion inevitably. Ald the 


“quéstion will come up, what, excuse can be 


given for this “ violation of neutrality?” and 
yet, again, whether England ought not to pay 
the damages occasioned by it, even if it was 
only in part intentional? ° 


The Post goes onto show that if we do, 
when the war is over, call upon England to 
pay these damages, her reply involves very 
serious considerations, in view, of the fact 
that “* American ‘shipplog is virtually al! gone, 
while British shipping is. not,- but covers all 

| the ocean.” 

Rams, also, are things which might be built 
at New-York as well as at Liverpool, and 
Greek fire might do as much at Liverpool as at 
Charleston, and’ even niore. But ‘the Post, 
though it mentions these facts, does not ap- 
parently believe that any occasion for rams, 
or Greek fire, or privateers, will arise out of 
this claim for damages, but that “ if there 
should arise ‘a dispute on this point, it would 
be amicably settled.” We are glad to see 
that it feels in ‘this way. It implies that it 
thinks the English Government would be wiil- 


ing to do what was right in the matter. And. 


we desire no more. If there was no viola- 
tion of neutrality ia letting the Alabama and 
the others go, we shall be satisfied to bear 
the loss Which resulted from it as best we 
may. If there was such violation, we trust 
to find the English Government equally ready, 
when the question comes up for settlement, 
to respond to any just claim which has arisen 


out of it. 
The Real Military Importance of Florida. 
The rebels certainly have a faculty of tarn- 
ing up where they are not expécted ; and the 
late blow they have delivered—namely, at our 
force in Florida~is the most unexpected of 
all. Everybody agrees that Florida has no 
strategic value, either to ourselves or the reb- 
els. It is quite removed from the great lines 
of operation; and as ‘a military possession 
seems hardly worth while being made a se- 
rious. bone of contention. But the rebels ap- 
pearto have discovered in it some kind of 
value, and that, too, of. sufficient moment to 
have made it worth their while sending a 
powerful force to oppose and punish the Union 
expedition that has lately made that penin- 
sula the theatre of its operations. For an 
adequate explanation of this we are driven to 
fall back on the consideration of the material 
value of Florida to the rebels, in the point of 
view of the question of its supplies of beef 
cattle, respecting whieh important develop- 
ments were lately made. 
The very important eireules of the rebel 
Chief Commissary of Florida, received from 
our special correspondent and published in 
the Times a few days since, gives a new turn to 
our notions of the military value of that State. 
While it remains perfectly true that Florida 
possesses no strategic relations of sufficient 
importance to authorize the detachment of a 
force strong enough to insure its permanent 
occupation, yet the disclosures of its material 
value to the rebel. cause, made in the docu- 
ment referred to, prove. conclusively that 
Gen. Gittwore’s expedition isa most timely 
blow in the very spot in which the rebels are 
now most sensitive. Operations that aim at 
cutting off the rebel armies from their supplies, 
and depriving them of extensive areas of pro- 
ductive territory are, at [the present stage of 
the war, setondary in importance only to the 
destruction of their armed forces in the field— 
if, indeed, they ate not equal in subStantial 
value. I¢ was this fact that gave its im- 
meénse importance to the stroke that severed 
the rebel. communications with the trans- 
Mississippi region ; and itis the prospective 
results in. the same direction that adda dou- 
ble value to the operations of Saxrwan in 
Mississippi and Alabama. The occupation of 
Florida. shares this characteristic with the 
conquests just’ mentioned. The circular of 
/the rebel Commissary shows thatboth Jouy- 
ston’s army in Georgia and the army of Brav- 
rnecarp at Charleston, have for sometime been 
dependendent mainly. on Florida for their 
supplies of beef cattle.. This is made man- 
ifest by citations in the cireular from the 
letters of commissaries of both these armies. 
Thus the commissary of Jonnsron’s army 
(commanded at the time of writing; Nov., 
1868, by Gen, Braae) writes : 

“Tt ig absolutely andvitally important that all the 
eattle that can possibly be brought bere shall be 
brought as promptly as possible,” 

And again, on the 5th of October, he says : 

“TI cannot too strongly. urge upon you the ne- 
cessity, yes, the urgent necessity of sending for- 
ward cattle promptly. Jt eppears that all other ré- 
sources are. ewhausted and that we are now de- 
pendent upon Your State for beef for the very large 
army ¢f-Gen: Bragg. 1 know yeu will leave no stone 


unturned, and I must say all is now dependent on 
your exertions so far as beef is concerned,. In re- 


-gard to bacen, the stock is about exhausted—hence 


that | beef is our only hope, I know the prospect is very 


. 8nd 16 only remains with those of us. 


tle, and am now obliged to kill stock cattle.” 

Now, crediting part of the urgency of these 
statements to the pressure which these offi- 
cials would naturally use .in order to #timu- 
late exertion in those addressed, thgse repre- 
sentations nevertheless show very. clearly 
how exceedingly straitened the rebels’ tre 
for supplies, and the importance attached to 
Florida in this partieular.. As some.attempts 
have been made*by the Copperhead presses to 
deny the: authenticity of this document, 


(which ..has. every. internal evidence in its.} 


favor, and ‘was ‘found. “by ‘our cor- 
respondent -amhodg the private © papers 
of the rebel writer,). we. may add, that. the 


| wealth of Florida in beéf catile has long 


been known to our old army officers, whe 
have campaigned in that State. The prairies 
afford excellent pasture; cattle require lit- 
tle care front thelr owners and no housing in 
Winter ; and, in most parts of. the :Btate, 
hogs fatten without any other support than 
that which they.derive from the ‘roots and 
mast of the forest. It was intended that 
the Union force, which has plaited itself in 
Florida, should keep up constant and exten- 
sive raids, and cut off the rebels from their 
beef-supplies. We trust that, despite the il- 
luck that has met the opening. of the Florida 
campaign; the work may still be kept up, if 
its results should promise to be really as im- 
portant as is surmised. 


English Jealousy.of Our Iron-clads. 

Capt. Tyiex, of the Royal Enginéers, in a 
lecture befofe the United Service Institution, 
Jan. 18, delighted his hearers by assuring 
them that “ the turrets of the monitors and their 
port-stoppers ‘were effective principally ih 
preventing the guns from being worked.” He 
further stated. that the report of Secretary 
Wetixs “ confirmed the worst estimate that 
we (the English) had formed of them.” The 
upprejudiced lecturer further told his hearers 
that the only Federal vessel that had ven- 
tured within 700 yards: of Fort Sumter, the 
‘Keokuk, had to be withdrawn. in a sinking 
condition, and afterward ‘sunk.. The 11-inch 
guns proved too much for the 11-inch turrets 
of the Monitors,” added the - lecturer, leaving 
his heaters to infer that the Keokuk was a 


monitor whose turret and hull had been rid- }- 


dled by Confederate balls. Our readers -will 
bear in mind that this statement was made 
on the 18th of January, 1864, on an occasien 
of more than ordinary gravity, the subject un- 
der consideration ‘being the great national 
question of harbor defence and the fortifica- 
tions at Spithead. Capt. Trier produced 
charts showing that theré were three dis- 
tinct channels, .varying from 1,000 t> 3,000 
yards in width, open to. an enemy’s vessels, 
and which channels he.said could not be ob- 
structed, yet,'as the Keokuk had been sunk at 
a distance of 700 yards, these channels could 
not be entered by our fron-clads. 


We will not attempt to dispel Capt! Tyixn’s 


delusion, nor question the soundness of his }, 


argument in proof of England’s security. Our 
object is simply to point out that he has 
grossly misrepresented our naval achieve- 
ments. The fact is the Royal Engineers have 
been forced to admit the impregnability of our 
turrets and port-stoppers—hence their annoy- 
ance. The brevity of the action with 
the Confederate fron-clad Atlanta has shown 
that the “ cheese-box on a raft” is something 
more than a.mere Yankee notion. The Eng- 
lish artillerists are surprised to find that 
while they require twenty men to handle a 
10-inch gun on land, our enormous pieces. of 
15-inch calibre are handled on board of the 
pouitors with half a dozen hands—a single 
man only being required to point these guns. 
But more surprising still, the turrets and 
their port-stoppers offer absolute protection 
to guns and gunners\: ’ »} 
The lecturer of the 18th of January knew that 
the monitors had been ‘repeatedly engaged. 
with the Confederate batteries at shortranges, 
since the first conflict at Charleston, and. he 
well knew at the time when he addressed his 
audience, that upwards of 2,000 shot had-hit 
the monitor fleet. The Patapsco, it was well 
known at the time, ‘had been’ in twenty- 
eight engagements, yet nothing had «been 
destroyed within her turret, and not the’slight- 
est derangement caused to her machinery.” 
These stubborn facts Capt. Tyxzn cannot 
grapple with, and therefore tells his hearers. 
what happened during the first brief trial of 
the new system, under fire at Charleston in 
April, 1863." A port-stopper . which had been 
placed too near the turret in one‘of the-ves- 
sels, stuck. The application of hammer and 
chisel for half an hour removed the difficulty. 
Not a single accident of the kind has occurred. 


during: the whole siege, not @ pound of Con- 


tederate metal has entered through plates or 


| ence gat important-work to do all}, 


t our resources ; and when we 
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' These cylinders 
- vessels, 
‘very - small target to the enemy's fire, 
‘are protected by ten-inch, side .armor; 


shot from a 16-inch gunat Wa Navy- WW ‘ 


Yr on the 1h of abr 1964, wl om | lo sanernd a 


an epoch in the history ‘of iron-clads. ‘The 
small bore and high velocity theory has re- 
ceived its quietus by this last practical mode 
adopted by the Navy Departnient for settling 
the question. Much credit is due to the As 
sistant Secfetary of the Navy for his persist- 
efit: course In adhering to the large smooth 
bore principle, the successful application ot 
which now enables ts to defy all Baropeas 
iron-clads. 
It would appear that the great problem is 


nearer to solution than has been supposed. 


We have guns that can tear to 

6-inch solid pag ow Fi ms 
and therefore fully adequate to crush in the 
sides of any European fron-clad. We operate 


these guns within impregnable 


iron cylinders 
15 inches thick, which at thé will. of the gus- 
ner turn to any poiat of the compass. | 
again we place on 
which, while they present a 


backed by timber from ‘three to four feet in. 
thickness. In regard to speed, those who 
are best informed expect that our large turret 
‘ships will be Very fast. We abstain from all 
speculation on this point, since the Dictator 
willbe under steam by the énd of April. It 
, will be proper to add that our rivals. have 
frequently asserted that our small monitor 
vessels would be useless for defensive ‘pur- | . 
poses, notwithstanding. their. heavy» and | 


well-protected guns. They have boasted of | ! 


their superior speed, and told us ° “their. | 

warriors would run down the small monitors, 

pass our forts and come up to our wharves. 
It has just occurred to them that their ar- 


monitors only draw. 10} feet, and that the} 
gunner in a monitor tarret, safe on the shoals’ | 
along the main channels, can unmolested and [ 


at short range, put his 16-inch shot through oe 


the insufficient armor of the intrader. 


_ We are informed that the Secretary of the | to notice how | 
Navy intends to send the Dictator on a trial | °°" vert 


trip across. the Atlantic next Summer. We | 
advise Capt. Tyzer then to Visit the American | } 
iron-clad to learn if canolesndperbanienern ses 
as built in. the United States, are “ effective 


principally in preventing te ras tom bag | d ion of 


worked. % 


The Chinese Civil War—The Imperial- | sre hast 


ists and their Allies. 
great disasterr Sher tavetees sunpalehand 
surrender Loochow to 9 et The ‘ 
‘slege of this important : 
ao ene ae the history of tis | 


erable loss. But at length his perseverance | ; 
and skill triumphed over all difficulties, and 
the enemy were successively driven from 
their positions, and had to take refuge behind 
the ramparts. The city was new completely | 
beleaguered by the Anglo-Chinese and Manda- | 
rin forces, so that it could receive neither. 
succors nor, supplies from ‘without. © This} * 
of things, coupled with the .remem- {| 
of their repeated defeats at the:stock- 
ades,"had such an effect on some of ioe 
ping chiefs, that a council was 7 < 
was proposed fo give np the conkest as hope ” 
less, and abandon Loothow to the 
nett io oat 
son, rejected the idea scorn, and strenu- 
ously insisted that the, place ‘should be defend. 


ed to the last. extremity. His opinion and | srsdusted 


rity, however, only preyailed for mo- 
ment. In a few days after, the rebel brave 


autho 


with Gonpox a Sie rane 
the city, ves 
pr. up “this ca al 
was as novented ‘fo by, the TIapeialat 
they were pat tt : 
of the coveted fortress.» Ti 


_port-stoppers, and yet an officer in Her Maj. ¥ 
-esty’s service, before an audience. composed | s 


intense by hi ae r Ter 


mored ships draw 25 feet water, while the | 
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